after isoenzyme MM is activated by glutathione. Isolated isoenzymes MM and MB of human and canine origin were assayed individually and in mixtures of known activities. When glutathione was present in the assay medium the activity of each isoenzyme could be measured individually, but glutathione did not activate isoenzyme MB if it was present in a mixture with MM. Dithiothreitol, added to the serum before assay, activated the isoenzyme MB in the mixture. Values for MB activities obtained for isolated isoenzyme MB and for the isoenzyme mixture after dithiothreitol was added averaged 110 and 111 U/liter, respectively (r = 0.998; y = 1.007x + 0.298; n = 10). In the serum of 40 patients with documented acute transmural myocardial infarction, the mean proportion of isoenzyme MB activity measured in this way was 5.5% (coefficient of variation, 7.7%). Isoenzyme MB activities measured by use of dithiothreitol compared well with those obtained by conventional electrophoresis/spectrophotometry (r = 0.998; y = 1.09x -0.65) and spectrofluorometry (r = 0.996; y = 1.lOx + 0.80). The assay of MB activity by the dithiothreitol method was automated, by use of an Abbott Bichromatic Analyser and a Calbiochem Super-Stat Pack Kit. In 60 isoenzyme MB determinations the manual and automated method correlated well (r = 0.990; y = 1.Ox -1.36). The simplicity of isoenzyme MB determination by use of dithiothreitol and its ease of automation allow routine monitoring of the isoenzyme activity in patients with ischemic heart disease. or by electrophoresis. Figure 3 shows a typical isoenzyme profile of a patient with uncomplicated myocardial infarction. Initial increases and peaks in the activities of both isoenzymes paralleled each other, but the times required for a return to normal differed. The half-life of MM averaged 11.8 h, that of MB 5.8 h (n = 12). MM was detectable for about 72 h after onset of infarction, while MB had disappeared after about 48 h.
DIscussion
CK isoenzymes were initially detected by fluorescence scanning after electrophoresis activates both MB and MM isoenzymes, regardless of whether the isoenzymes areisolated or in mixture ( Table 1) .
The different disulfide-reducing abilities of glutathione (redox potential at pH 7.0 = -0.25 V) and di- Because the oxidation-reduction is reversible and the equilibrium constants are close to unity, a consider- 
